Writing at Temple Sowerby CE Primary School

Vision

Our writing vision is to develop our children into enthusiastic, creative writers who have the
skills and knowledge to be able to write for a range of purposes and audiences. By the end of
KS2, we want children to feel confident in their writing capability and have a strong
understanding of different genres. We aim to foster children’s enthusiasm for writing at an
early age and promote a love of writing by providing opportunities to write about exciting and
engaging topics.

Coverage

Our writing curriculum is in line with the expectations of the National Curriculum and is
designed so that children learn to write for four different purposes; writing to entertain,
writing to inform, writing to persuade and writing to discuss. Each term, children will focus on
one of these writing purposes and they will learn about different genres relating to it and
about the related grammar. Opportunities to revisit genres in subsequent terms and year
groups allow children to develop their writing, ensuring there is a progression of skills. For
each year group there are recommended quality texts which can be used as stimuli for
writing; these have been selected for the knowledge and curriculum links they provide, as
well as the opportunities they provide for writing outcomes (but teachers may choose to
adapt and use alternative texts). Other stimuli, such as images and videos are used to inspire
writing and develop children’s enthusiasm and creativity.

In Reception, quality texts are chosen to link with the topic for each term and the writing
outcomes are based on these books. Many of the texts are repetitive in terms of their
language and sentence structures, meaning the pupils can easily engage with them and
replicate the language in their own writing. Some of the texts also introduce the children to
rhyme.

Below is an overview of our writing coverage for each class/year group.
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From Year 2 upwards, spelling is taught as a discrete lesson three times per week, focusing
on spelling rules, patterns and strategies. Handwriting is regularly taught in Early Years and
KS1 and continues as required throughout KS2. We provide intervention group support for
both spelling and handwriting where needed to enable all children to make progress.

Evidence

The impact of our writing curriculum is evidenced largely through teacher assessment.
Children’s writing is assessed at the end of each term; teachers assess this writing using a year
group assessment framework to make a judgement and to identify targets for improvement.
We moderate writing, both internally and with other local schools, to ensure that our
assessments are accurate. Termly assessments are also completed for grammar and spelling.

At the end of each term, teachers (including the headteacher, subject leaders and SENCO)
meet to discuss progress and to consider the needs of each child in school, including whether
any additional support is required.

The teaching of writing is also monitored through lesson observations and book scrutinies.
This ensures that our curriculum is being delivered correctly; meaning children are being
taught a range of genres and will leave our school being able to write for a range of purposes
and audiences, thus fulfilling our writing vision.



Here are some samples of work from recent years, based on quality texts used in class.
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Intricately pallerned snowflakes fell gracefully around me, as 1
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Hi my name is Farhad. | used to five with my mum, dad and my two brathers in

Afghanistan. Mow, | live with my parents and my brothers in a Serbian refuges
camp. When | liwed in Afghanistan, | loved ta draw and play football; ane day |
wish to be an artist and a footballer. When | draw it helps take things off my

mind. This is a story about my life so far.
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